


for follow
-u

p
 con

su
ltation

s. D
eleyian

n
is p

lan
s 

to con
tin

u
e to u

se a sp
ecial balloon

 to exp
an

d
 

th
e boy’s skin

 an
d

 in
crease its fl

exibility, an
d

 h
is 

sm
ile-ability.

T
h

e em
otion

al n
atu

re of A
bd

u
l’s story m

ad
e 

th
e su

rgical team
 h

eroes of sorts in
 local m

ed
ia 

coverage. Bu
t su

ch
 accolad

es m
ean

 little to th
e 

soft-sp
oken

 
an

d
 

d
ow

n
-to-earth

 
D

eleyian
n

is. 

H
e w

orks to restore h
is p

atien
ts’ d

ign
ity an

d
  

sen
se of self. 

“A
bou

t 50 p
ercen

t of m
y w

ork is w
ith

 ad
u

lts, 

an
d

 50 p
ercen

t w
ith

 ch
ild

ren
,” h

e says. M
u

ch
 

of h
is w

ork at C
h

ild
ren

’s in
volves fi

xin
g lip

 an
d

 

p
alate abn

orm
alities, birth

m
arks su

ch
 as p

ort 

w
in

e stain
s, an

d
 bu

rn
s. M

ost of h
is ad

u
lt p

ractice, 

an
d

 on
e of h

is p
assion

s, is sp
en

t recon
stru

ctin
g 

th
e faces or n

ecks of can
cer p

atien
ts after tu

m
or 

rem
oval. A

bou
t on

ce a w
eek h

e d
oes a su

rgery 

in
volvin

g 
re-tissu

e 
tran

sfer, 
or 

m
icrovascu

lar 

su
rgery, su

ch
 as creatin

g a jaw
 from

 a p
atien

t’s 

leg bon
e.

“I d
o so m

u
ch

 can
cer recon

stru
ction

 su
rgery,  

an
d

 
it’s 

som
e 

of 
m

y 
m

ost 
ch

allen
gin

g 
an

d
  

rew
ard

in
g 

w
ork,” 

h
e 

says. 
“W

e’re 
d

ealin
g 

w
ith

 
terrible 

illn
esses, 

an
d

 
w

e’re 
h

elp
in

g 
to

 

restore 
p

eop
le 

to 
th

eir 
d

ign
ity.” 

D
eleyian

n
is 

also research
es th

e eff
ect of botu

lism
 toxin

 in
 

con
ju

n
ction

 w
ith

 facial n
eu

rom
u

scu
lar train

in
g. 

In
 

lay 
term

s, 
h

e 
u

ses 
Botox 

to 
m

ake 
face  

m
u

scles w
ork.

D
on

’t let th
e Botox fool you

. T
h

e lu
crative 

w
orld

 
of 

w
rin

kle 
erasu

re 
an

d
 

breast 

en
h

an
cem

en
ts barely beckon

ed
 th

e am
bitiou

s 

you
n

g D
eleyian

n
is w

h
en

 h
e w

as d
oin

g grad
u

ate 

w
ork at th

e U
n

iversity of Pen
n

sylvan
ia, Yale, 

C
am

brid
ge an

d
 th

e U
n

iversity of W
ash

in
gton

. 

N
oth

in
g says team

w
ork like 180 m

en
 w

earin
g 

greased
 

lam
bskin

 
lash

ed
 

to 
th

eir 
th

igh
s 

an
d

 

row
in

g 
a 

G
reek 

w
arsh

ip
 

u
n

d
er 

a 
m

id
d

ay 

M
ed

iterran
ean

 su
n

. To volu
n

teer for a d
u

ty on
ce 

relegated
 to slaves, on

e is p
robably alread

y a 

team
 p

layer. If n
ot, th

ey’ll becom
e on

e after 

h
ou

rs of backbreakin
g labor on

 a sh
ip

 w
h

ere tw
o-

th
ird

s of th
e row

ers can
’t even

 see th
e sea th

ey’re 

battlin
g, an

d
 w

h
ere a slip

 of a sw
eaty h

an
d

 cou
ld

 

leave a m
an

 p
in

n
ed

 h
elp

lessly ben
eath

 a h
eavy 

oar as th
e m

assive sh
ip

 p
low

s th
rou

gh
 th

e sea.

W
h

en
 

Fred
eric 

D
eleyian

n
is 

w
as 

ch
osen

 

as on
e of an

 elite crew
 of oarsm

en
 to row

 a 

recon
stru

cted
 G

reek trirem
e off

 th
e islan

d
 of 

Poros in
 th

e su
m

m
er of h

is 19th
 year, h

e w
as 

p
robably alread

y a team
 p

layer. T
h

at w
as 23

 

years ago, bu
t team

w
ork is still in

 h
is n

atu
re. 

T
h

at’s a good
 th

in
g for h

is w
ife, A

n
n

a M
aria 

Zap
ata, w

h
o recen

tly gave birth
 to th

eir secon
d

 

d
au

gh
ter, ju

st 18 m
on

th
s after th

e fi
rst. N

ow
 

a d
octor at C

h
ild

ren
’s H

osp
ital of Pittsbu

rgh
, 

D
eleyian

n
is’s sm

all offi
ce in

 th
e R

econ
stru

ctive 

Su
rgery w

in
g is d

otted
 w

ith
 p

h
otos of th

e lovely 

Leon
or 

an
d

 
Palom

a 
(Sp

an
ish

 
for 

d
ove), 

th
eir 

Sp
an

ish
 an

d
 G

reek h
eritage ap

p
aren

t in
 th

eir 

olive skin
  an

d
 d

ark eyes an
d

 h
air.

“A
n

n
a called

 m
e a few

 n
igh

ts ago, arou
n

d
 on

e 

in
 th

e m
orn

in
g,” D

eleyian
n

is says. “I w
as w

orkin
g 

late, an
d

 sh
e w

an
ted

 to kn
ow

 w
h

en
 I w

as com
in

g 

h
om

e, becau
se th

e baby h
ad

 th
row

n
 u

p
 in

 h
er 

h
air an

d
 sh

e h
ad

n
’t h

ad
 a ch

an
ce to sh

ow
er.” H

e 

w
en

t h
om

e. 

A
 su

rgeon
 w

ith
 board

 certifi
cation

s in
 both

 

p
lastic/recon

stru
ctive 

an
d

 
otolaryn

gological 

(h
ead

 
an

d
 

n
eck) 

su
rgery, 

D
eleyian

n
is 

h
as 

p
rivileges at C

H
P, U

PM
C

 M
on

tefi
ore an

d
 U

PM
C

 

Presbyterian
. H

e’s also an
 associate p

rofessor at 

Pitt in
 both

 d
iscip

lin
es an

d
 h

as au
th

ored
 a book 

an
d

 
scores 

of 
p

ap
ers. 

H
is 

gru
elin

g 
sch

ed
u

le 

d
oesn

’t allow
 m

u
ch

 d
ow

n
 tim

e, bu
t, as Zap

ata 

says, “Fred
 exten

d
s th

e d
ay.”

H
is w

ork d
u

ties d
on

’t allow
 tim

e to h
it th

e rivers 

by d
aybreak, bu

t D
eleyian

n
is ru

n
s or w

orks ou
t 

on
 h

is row
in

g m
ach

in
e early each

 m
orn

in
g. T

h
en

 

h
e’s off

 to O
aklan

d
, w

h
ere h

e sp
en

d
s h

is d
ays 

in
 su

rgery or teach
in

g an
d

 m
akin

g rou
n

d
s. A

n
y 

sp
are tim

e is sp
en

t w
ith

 Zap
ata an

d
 th

e girls.

D
u

rin
g 

a 
frigid

 
w

eek 
last 

D
ecem

ber, 

D
eleyian

n
is w

as bu
sy m

akin
g a little boy sm

ile, 

literally. 
A

bd
u

l 
H

akeem
 

H
u

ssein
 

tou
ch

ed
 

th
e 

h
earts of Pittsbu

rgh
ers w

h
en

 th
e seven

-year-old
 

arrived
 from

 Iraq in
 2006 after a blast from

 an
 

A
m

erican
 air strike tore ap

art th
e left sid

e of 

h
is face. H

is in
ju

ries cau
sed

 d
iffi

cu
lty eatin

g, 

d
rin

kin
g an

d
 sp

eakin
g. O

n
e eye w

as left blin
d

 

an
d

 m
ilky w

h
ite. T

h
e d

isfi
gu

ration
 m

ad
e h

im
 a 

p
ariah

 am
on

g h
is ow

n
 frien

d
s. 

T
h

e n
on

p
rofi

t grou
p

 N
o M

ore Victim
s arran

ges 

for d
on

ated
 m

ed
ical treatm

en
t in

 th
e U

n
ited

 States 

for Iraqi ch
ild

ren
 w

ou
n

d
ed

 in
 th

e w
ar. T

h
an

ks to
 

th
e team

w
ork of D

eleyian
n

is, D
r. Ton

ya Stefko
 

of th
e U

PM
C

 Eye an
d

 Ear In
stitu

te, an
d

 ocu
larist 

W
alter T

illm
an

, w
h

o created
 a beau

tifu
l brow

n
 

p
rosth

etic eye to rep
lace th

e ru
in

ed
 on

e, A
bd

u
l’s 

life is as n
ear to n

orm
al as it can

 be in
 a w

ar-torn
 

cou
n

try. H
e retu

rn
ed

 to Pittsbu
rgh

 last D
ecem

ber 

D
r. Fred

eric D
eleyian

n
is 

an
d

 h
is team

 o
f U

PM
C

 
su

rgeo
n

s m
ad

e h
ead

lin
es 

w
ith

 th
eir eff

o
rts to

 
resto

re th
e face, an

d
 th

e 
sm

ile, to
 a yo

u
n

g Iraq
i  

w
ar victim

.
“C

an
cer reco

n
stru

ctio
n

 
su

rgery is so
m

e o
f m

y 
m

o
st ch

allen
gin

g an
d

 
rew

ard
in

g w
o

rk. W
e’re 

d
ealin

g w
ith

 terrib
le 

illn
esses, an

d
 w

e’re 
h

elp
in

g to
 resto

re 
p

eo
p

le to
 th

eir d
ign

ity.”



So 
life 

ch
an

gin
g 

w
as 

th
e 

exp
erien

ce 
th

at 

Zap
ata 

p
lan

s 
to 

retu
rn

 
to 

G
u

atem
ala 

soon
. 

W
h

en
 h

er d
au

gh
ters are old

 en
ou

gh
, sh

e w
an

ts 

th
em

 to go alon
g. “It’s very sp

ecial to be a p
art 

of su
ch

 a grou
p

 d
oin

g great d
eed

s,” sh
e says. 

“It w
as a blessin

g to see Fred
 an

d
 th

e oth
er  

d
octors at w

ork.”

A
s 

volu
n

teers 
for 

th
e 

n
on

-p
rofi

t 
grou

p
 

C
h

ild
ren

 of th
e A

m
ericas (C

O
TA

), th
e m

ed
ical 

p
rofession

als h
ave on

e goal: to h
elp

 as m
an

y 

p
eop

le as p
ossible. A

ll services are p
rovid

ed
 

free to th
e G

u
atem

alan
 p

eop
le. H

u
n

d
red

s learn
 

via n
ew

sp
ap

er, rad
io an

d
 w

ord
 of m

ou
th

 of th
e 

d
octors’ visit. T

h
ey lin

e u
p

 each
 d

ay to be seen
. 

“T
h

e su
rgeries ran

ge from
 d

en
tal extraction

 to
 

cleft p
alate su

rgeries to h
ysterectom

ies,” says 

D
eleyian

n
is. A

s a grou
p

, h
e estim

ates th
ey h

ave 

p
erform

ed
 abou

t 250 op
eration

s in
 six years.

A
n

oth
er 

p
lastic 

su
rgeon

 
an

d
 

a 
resid

en
t 

u
su

ally accom
p

an
y D

eleyian
n

is, w
h

o p
erform

s 

m
ostly 

cleft 
lip

 
an

d
 

p
alate 

su
rgeries 

an
d

 

bu
rn

 
recon

stru
ction

. 
Becau

se 
th

e 
G

u
atem

alan
 

h
osp

itals are so p
oor, all th

ey can
 really off

er 

is 
sp

ace, 
w

h
ich

 
th

e 
su

rgeon
s 

glad
ly 

accep
t, 

D
eleyian

n
is says. “W

e brin
g everyth

in
g from

 ou
r 

ow
n

 an
tisep

tics to an
tibiotics to in

stru
m

en
ts,” 

h
e 

says. 
“It’s 

an
 

eye-op
en

er 
w

h
en

 
you

 
com

e 

back to th
e U

.S. an
d

 see th
e am

ou
n

t of stu
ff

 w
e 

th
row

 in
 th

e trash
.” H

ere, d
octors u

se m
ore th

an
 

th
ey 

n
eed

 
an

d
 

everyth
in

g 
gets 

th
row

n
 

aw
ay 

after su
rgery. T

h
ere, everyth

in
g is w

ash
ed

 an
d

 

reu
sed

. “A
ll you

 really n
eed

 [to p
erform

 su
rgery] 

are gloves, a h
ook, en

ou
gh

 an
tisep

tic to clean
 a 

w
ou

n
d

, a few
 sterile sh

eets, a kn
ife an

d
 scissors, 

an
d

 you
’re good

 to go,” says D
eleyian

n
is. 

O
th

er U
PM

C
 staff

 sh
are h

is com
p

assion
. “T

h
e 

p
eop

le at C
h

ild
ren

’s are very gen
erou

s abou
t 

savin
g in

stru
m

en
ts an

d
 su

p
p

lies for u
s to take 

alon
g,” h

e says.

Becau
se 

live 
electrical 

w
ires 

sn
ake 

across 

G
u

atem
alan

 
fi

eld
s, 

th
e 

su
rgeon

s 
rep

air 
m

an
y 

bu
rn

s. A
 G

u
atem

alan
 w

orker “m
igh

t be ch
op

p
in

g 

w
ith

 a m
ach

ete an
d

 h
it a w

ire an
d

 get a h
orrible 

bu
rn

,” 
h

e 
exp

lain
s. 

A
lso, 

p
eop

le 
bu

ild
 

op
en

 

cookin
g fi

res in
 th

eir tin
y, ill-ven

tilated
 h

om
es. 

C
h

ild
ren

 often
 fall in

to th
e fi

res or boilin
g w

ater. 

C
h

ild
ren

 born
 w

ith
 cleft p

alate d
isfi

gu
ration

s 

h
ave a d

ou
ble w

h
am

m
y, D

eleyian
n

is says.  T
h

ey 

are 
stigm

atized
 

an
d

 
sh

u
n

n
ed

 
by 

oth
ers 

w
h

o
 

believe th
ey w

ere “kicked
 in

 th
e face by th

e 

D
evil,” h

e says.

Becau
se 

su
ch

 
d

isfi
gu

ration
 

cau
ses 

babies 

d
iffi

cu
lty 

in
 

feed
in

g, 
m

an
y 

ch
ild

ren
 

becom
e 

m
aln

ou
rish

ed
 

an
d

 
an

em
ic. 

“It’s 
am

azin
g 

h
ow

 

d
im

in
ish

ed
 th

ey can
 look,” D

eleyian
n

is n
otes. 

“W
e m

igh
t see a ch

ild
 w

h
o is 9 bu

t looks 3.” In
 

su
ch

 cases, th
e team

 w
ill p

rovid
e su

p
p

lem
en

ts 

so 
th

e 
ch

ild
 

can
 

becom
e 

h
ealth

y 
en

ou
gh

 
to

 

en
d

u
re su

rgery th
e follow

in
g year. In

 d
rastic 

cases, 
d

octors 
try 

to 
brin

g 
th

e 
ch

ild
 

to 
th

e  

U
.S. for su

rgery.

D
u

rin
g 

th
e 

p
ast 

th
ree 

years, 
D

eleyian
n

is 

h
as u

sed
 th

e G
u

atem
alan

 w
ork to h

elp
 U

PM
C

 

research
ers in

vestigate h
ow

 gen
etics p

lay a p
art 

in
 th

e in
cid

en
ce of cleft lip

 an
d

 p
alates in

 fam
ilies. 

“W
e’ve tried

 to better ch
aracterize a p

h
en

otyp
e 

of w
h

at con
stitu

tes a cleft p
alate,” h

e says. “Som
e 

th
in

gs th
at m

igh
t n

ot be ap
p

aren
t to th

e n
aked

 

eye can
 be d

etected
 w

ith
 an

 u
ltrasou

n
d

.” H
e 

cred
its D

r. M
ary M

arazita in
 th

e D
ep

artm
en

t of 

G
en

etics w
ith

 lead
in

g th
e w

ork. H
e believes th

ey 

are th
e on

ly d
octors in

volved
 w

ith
 C

O
TA

 w
h

o
 

u
se th

e trip
 for research

 p
u

rp
oses. 

For 
D

eleyian
n

is, 
th

e 
trek 

across 
rem

ote 

G
u

atem
alan

 terrain
 in

 a m
ilitary bu

s su
rrou

n
d

ed
 

by gu
n

-totin
g sold

iers is a far cry from
 h

is sh
ort 

jau
n

t to w
ork in

 O
aklan

d
 each

 d
ay. Bu

t a p
h

oto
 

h
an

gin
g above h

is d
esk serves as an

 ever-p
resen

t 

rem
in

d
er 

of 
th

e 
bou

n
ties 

th
at 

are 
taken

 
for 

gran
ted

 in
 th

e U
.S. T

h
e p

h
oto sh

ow
s D

eleyian
n

is 

p
erform

in
g su

rgery u
n

d
er th

e glow
 of a fl

ash
ligh

t 

h
eld

 aloft by h
is assistan

t after th
e G

u
atem

alan
 

village 
lost 

electrical 
p

ow
er. 

It’s 
th

e 
typ

e 
of 

team
w

ork 

ap
p

roach
 

th
at 

D
eleyian

n
is 

brin
gs to h

is life an
d

 h
is 

w
ork, w

h
eth

er h
e’s row

in
g 

a G
reek w

arsh
ip

 or w
orkin

g 

to 
restore 

d
ign

ity 
to 

a 

you
n

g victim
 of w

ar.   

(H
e received

 a varsity letter row
in

g crew
 at Pen

n
 an

d
 com

p
leted

 a m
aster’s in

 

m
ed

ical h
istory w

h
ile in

 m
ed

 sch
ool.) By th

e tim
e D

eleyian
n

is com
p

leted
 h

is 

resid
en

cy at th
e U

n
iversity of Pittsbu

rgh
 in

 2002, h
e h

ad
 created

 an
 u

n
u

su
al 

com
bin

ation
 

of 
p

rofession
al 

skills 
th

at, 
w

ith
 

h
ard

 
w

ork, 
d

ed
ication

 
an

d
 

a 

talen
ted

 team
 at h

is sid
e, cou

ld
 lead

 U
PM

C
 to th

e top
 of th

e fi
eld

 in
 h

ead
 an

d
 n

eck  

recon
stru

ctive su
rgery.

“Pittsbu
rgh

 h
as a u

n
iqu

e w
orkin

g relation
sh

ip
 betw

een
 p

lastic su
rgery an

d
 h

ead
 

an
d

 n
eck su

rgery. T
h

at’s w
h

y I’m
 h

ere. A
t a lot of in

stitu
tion

s th
ere are rivalries” 

betw
een

 d
iscip

lin
es, D

eleyian
n

is p
oin

ts ou
t. “M

y goal is to m
ake recon

stru
ctive 

su
rgery of th

e h
ead

 an
d

 n
eck a top

-n
otch

 d
iscip

lin
e h

ere. I’d
 like to see Pitt kn

ow
n

 

as th
e cen

ter of excellen
ce for h

ead
 an

d
 n

eck su
rgery.

“If w
e can

 break d
ow

n
 in

terd
iscip

lin
ary bou

n
d

aries, w
e can

 p
rovid

e better 

care to p
atien

ts,” h
e ad

d
s. “Everyon

e h
as som

eth
in

g to off
er.” W

h
en

 h
e in

terview
s 

h
op

efu
l you

n
g resid

en
ts, D

eleyian
n

is search
es for th

e rare m
ed

 stu
d

en
t w

h
o is 

both
 w

ell versed
 in

 th
e scien

ces an
d

 w
ell rou

n
d

ed
 in

 th
e art of com

m
u

n
icatin

g. 

H
e w

an
ts th

em
 to u

n
d

erstan
d

 an
d

 to care abou
t p

eop
le.

D
r. Prafu

l R
am

in
en

i, a recon
stru

ctive su
rgeon

 in
 W

ash
in

gton
, D

.C
., gain

ed
 a 

n
ew

 p
ersp

ective w
h

ile servin
g as a resid

en
t u

n
d

er D
eleyian

n
is at Presby. “Early 

on
 I th

ou
gh

t I w
ou

ld
 d

o h
igh

-en
d

 cosm
etic su

rgery. N
ow

 I’m
 d

oin
g can

cer 

recon
stru

ction
,” R

am
in

en
i says. “Fred

 h
ad

 a h
u

ge im
p

act on
 m

y w
h

ole ed
u

cation
. 

H
e’s very gen

erou
s, an

d
 very com

m
itted

 to h
is p

atien
ts. H

e’s a com
p

assion
ate 

su
rgeon

. It’s tem
p

tin
g to go in

to cosm
etic su

rgery an
d

 w
ork n

in
e to fi

ve an
d

 

h
ave w

eeken
d

s off
,” R

am
in

en
i n

otes. “Bu
t w

h
at Fred

 d
oes is on

e of th
e low

est 

p
ayin

g bran
ch

es of th
e fi

eld
. H

e goes in
 th

e m
id

d
le of th

e n
igh

t, on
 w

eeken
d

s.  

H
e’s very d

ed
icated

.” 

M
ost m

ed
ical resid

en
ts in

 th
e U

n
ited

 States sp
en

d
 100 h

ou
rs a w

eek in
 th

e 

an
tisep

tic op
eratin

g room
s of h

osp
itals th

at p
rovid

e every m
od

ern
 ad

van
tage. 

T
h

e lu
cky on

es, R
am

in
en

i fi
gu

res, also get w
h

at h
e got, th

e ch
an

ce to learn
 w

ith
 

D
eleyian

n
is in

 th
e p

oorest, m
ost rem

ote region
 of G

u
atem

ala, u
sin

g on
ly th

e 

in
stru

m
en

ts th
ey can

 fi
t in

to th
eir lu

ggage, all th
e m

ed
ical kn

ow
led

ge th
ey can

 

stu
ff

 u
n

d
er th

eir su
rgical cap

s, an
d

 all th
e com

p
assion

 th
eir h

earts can
 h

old
.

Sin
ce 2002, D

eleyian
n

is h
as sp

en
t a w

eek every year travelin
g w

ith
 a team

 

of oth
er A

m
erican

 d
octors an

d
 n

u
rses to a cou

n
try w

h
ere ru

n
n

in
g w

ater is a 

lu
xu

ry, w
h

ere tw
o of every 1,000 ch

ild
ren

 are born
 w

ith
 d

eform
ities of th

e lip
s 

an
d

 p
alate, an

d
 w

h
ere p

eop
le are so p

oor th
ey w

alk six h
ou

rs or m
ore over rou

gh
 

terrain
 w

ith
 n

oth
in

g bu
t th

e cloth
es on

 th
eir backs for a ch

an
ce to see a d

octor 

w
h

o m
igh

t ch
an

ge th
eir life.

Before th
e d

u
ties of m

oth
erh

ood
 called

, Zap
ata tw

ice join
ed

 h
er h

u
sban

d
 

on
 

th
ese 

“tru
ly 

am
azin

g 
an

d
 

eye-op
en

in
g” 

ven
tu

res 
to 

G
u

atem
ala. 

“It’s 
so

 

h
eartbreakin

g,” Zap
ata recalls. “T

h
e p

eop
le th

ere d
on

’t h
ave clean

 w
ater. Som

e of 

th
em

 are starvin
g. Som

e on
ly h

ave rice w
ater for d

in
n

er. A
n

d
 th

is is on
ly tw

o or 

th
ree h

ou
rs from

 th
e U

.S!”

A
 Sp

an
ish

 teach
er, Zap

ata an
d

 h
er frien

d
 an

d
 m

en
tor, Joyce Barth

olom
ew

, 

len
t th

eir exp
ertise as tran

slators. (H
er h

u
sban

d
 is p

rofi
cien

t bu
t n

ot fl
u

en
t in

 

Sp
an

ish
.) Sh

e also len
t h

er com
p

assion
. “I felt I cou

ld
 con

n
ect w

ith
 th

e p
eop

le an
d

 

brin
g som

e ten
d

ern
ess to th

e situ
ation

,” sh
e says. “T

h
ey’re very, very th

an
kfu

l 

for an
yth

in
g you

 d
o. Som

e n
eed

 vitam
in

s, som
e n

eed
 su

rgery. For oth
ers, th

ere’s 

n
oth

in
g you

 can
 give th

em
. T

h
ey ju

st n
eed

 som
eon

e to talk to.”

“A
ll yo

u
 really n

eed
 [to

 
p

erfo
rm

 su
rgery] are 

glo
ves, a h

o
o

k, en
o

u
gh

 
an

tisep
tic to

 clean
 a 

w
o

u
n

d
, a few

 sterile 
sh

eets, a kn
ife an

d
 scis-

so
rs, an

d
 yo

u
’re go

o
d

 
to

 go
,” D

eleyian
n

is says 
o

f h
is yearly trip

s to
 

h
elp

 p
o

o
r p

atien
ts in

 
G

u
atem

ala.


